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DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND PETROLEUM — GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS INVENTORY 

361. Hon ROBIN CHAPPLE to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum: 

I refer to the Department of Mines and Petroleum’s goal of “meeting the challenge of maintaining economic 
growth in a carbon-constrained environment” as stated on page 224, volume 2 of the Budget Statements and the 
minister’s response to questions regarding his department’s accounting for point source greenhouse gas 
emissions at the Standing Committee on Estimates and Financial Operations annual estimates hearing on 16 June 
2010. 

(1) Given that the department does not maintain an inventory of greenhouse gas emissions by industries 
under its purview, how does the minister expect the department to properly measure its ability to 
operate in a carbon-constrained environment? 

(2) Does the minister intend to direct the department to maintain an inventory of greenhouse gas emissions 
by point source from the industries under his purview? 

(3) If yes to (2), will the minister provide details of how he will do so? 

(4) If no to (2), can the minister demonstrate any measure that would indicate that the government is taking 
the challenge of anthropogenic climate change seriously? 

The PRESIDENT: The Leader of the House has the call to answer that very long question. 

Hon NORMAN MOORE replied: 

In fact the preamble was about twice as long as the question. I suppose that is understandable. Fortunately it did 
not relate to a website on this occasion! I thank the member for that.  

(1) The National Greenhouse and Energy Reporting Act 2007 requires companies that meet a legislated 
threshold to report their greenhouse emissions and energy use, and production—that is, mandatory 
reporting with public disclosure. Therefore, the Department of Mines and Petroleum does not need to 
maintain a separate register.  

(2) No. See the answer to (1). 

(3) Not applicable. 

(4) The state government and the Department of Mines and Petroleum is involved in national programs 
such as greenhouse capture from industry and geological storage, promotion of tight gas and geothermal 
energy, development of legislation to enable carbon capture and storage, and Council of Australian 
Governments processes on coastal zone adaptation and the complementary measures review. At a state 
level, the state government is working with industry, scientists, government agencies including DMP, 
local government and conservation groups to develop a climate change adaptation and mitigation 
strategy. This will assess the likely impacts of climate change on various sectors of the economy and 
communities, and make recommendations for action. DMP is a member of the directors general 
working group on climate change and energy and the climate change policy interagency steering group 
which provide oversight to this process. DMP contributes to the mapping of coastal vulnerability 
through its Smartline project. DMP is also a member of the National Low Emissions Coal Council and 
the National Carbon Storage Taskforce.  

 


